Alsager Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2021

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Alsager Town Council for the year ended 31
March 2021 has been completed and the accounts have been published.
2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for

inspection by any local government elector of the area of Alsager Town
Council on application to:

@ JOANNE mMELIA
EINANCE MmAAAGER
FINALCEmNHAGER @ ALSACER TOWN ([ o uCI. Gay. UKL
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(b)

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £0-60 (c) for each

copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d)

2 Sc l,:lbw\t-_._-\-.-' 2024

Date of announcement: (e) N ¢ W\

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

{a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21

We acknowledge as the members of:

Alsager Town Council

our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemnal controi, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and befief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial

Areas

e X
[ Yes i hlo® I You FOLANRE It thn g iy

prépared s accounting stetements in sccordance

management during the yesr, and for the preparstion of v with the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.
the accourding statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control ELCEPT| made proper arangements and sccapied responsibifty
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud A for ssfeguarding the public monsy and resources in
&nd corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. \/ #s charge.

-

3. We took all reasonabie steps to essure oursaives | hes only done what & has the lsgal power fo do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complled with Proper Practices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regutations and Proper /

Practicos thet could have a significant finamcial effect v
on the abitity of this authority to conduct #s
business or manage its finances. ]

4. We provided prober opportunity during the year for during the year gave afl psrsons interesiod the opporiunily to
the exercise of slectors’ nights In accordance with the v inspect and ask questions about this authority's sccounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

5. We caried oul an assessment of the risks tecing this bl considarad and documented the financial end other risks it
authority end look approprizale steps to manage those 017 faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the introduction of internal contrals and/or Vv
extemal insurance covar where required,

€. We maintained throughoul the year an adequate and aranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audt of the accounting s controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whother
recotds and contro! systems, internal conirols mes! the needs of this smaller authodly.

7. We took appropriete action on all matters raised ~uc‘£}|‘ responded f0 matters brought fo its attention by intemnat and
in veports from internal and extemal audit. fon extems! audi.

8. We considered whether any litigation, siabilities or disclosed everything X should have ebout ds business aclivity
commitments, evenis or iransacticns, occurring elther during the year including evenls ltaking place after the yesr
durring or afier the year-end, have a financial impact on eonhd i refevant.
this authority and, where appropriate, have induded them S
in the accounting statements,

9. {For local councils onty) Trust funds inckiding N has me! all of its responsibiiies where, s a body
chariable. In our capacity as the sole managing W corporats, i is a sole managing trustee of & local
Wustes we discharged our accountability W trust or frusts,
responsibilities for the fund{sVassets, inchiding
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audi.

*Please provide explanations to the extemal auditor on a separaie sheot for each ‘No’' response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

mesting of the authority on:
25/0512021

and recorded as minute reference:

TC2i 134y

www .alsagertowncouncil.gov.uk

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman // é ' @
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

1. Batances brought

Alsager Town Council

Tote! balances and reserves af the boghining of e yout

forward 323,631 395,531 as rocoidod in ihe finanuio! rocords Valuo mus) oo K
Box 7 of pravious year. )
2. (+) Precept of Rates and Tolaf amount of procep! {or for IDB's rales snd lovies)
Levies 385,465 411,807| received or recoivabio in the yoar. Exchida any grants
3. (+) Totai other receipts Tolal income or rocoipls as ratorded in the cashibnok loss
214,574 98,510 the precep! or ratestovi ived fling 2) Incluce any
oranis received.
4. (-) Stalt costs Total expenditure or payments made lo pnd on bohpil
of all employess. Includy gross salaros snd wages,
249,968 285,767 employirs NI confributions, emplayers pension
conlribulions, graiuilies and severance paymonts.
5. {-) Loan interest/capial Toted exponditure or payments of capiial end terost
repayments 14,424 14,420 mads during the year on the authority's borewings: (i any)
8. {-) All other payments o Total expendilure o1 paymenis as recorded in the cash-
263,745 165,039 book foss stoll costs fline 4) entt toan iforostioapitsl
repayments {line 5). .
7. (=) Balances carried Tolal balantces end reserves at the end of the your Musi
forwerd 395,531 440,622 oquol (1+2+3) - {#45+6).
.
8. Tolal value of cash and The sum of o t and deposit bank s, cash |
short term invastments 389,491 444,421 noldings ond short term investments betd a5 of 31 March
To agree with bonk reconcilfation. R
9. Tota! fixed assets plus The value of all the propedy the authosity ovms ~ it fs ey
long term invesiments 518,503 528,111 up of afi its fixed assots and tong torm tvesiments s af
and assels 31 March, B
10, Total borrowings ] | The outstanding capilal belance as a1 31 March of &l ioons
210,820 200,780 trom third porties finchicing PWLE)

11. (For Local Countils Only) Disclosure note
1e Trust funds {including charitable)

The Council, a5 a body comporale, acls as s;e l-c-uslcv ;;/N
and is responsible for inaneying Tf_uilgn_ds o7 assels.
N.8. The ligures in ihe sccounting staternents above do
nol inclusde any Trust ransaciions

1 certily that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounling
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smallar Authorities ~ a
Practilioners’ Guide fo Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financia! Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

Nloag L Gt
29 lot|2y

Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020121 Pant 3 :
tocal Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authanties

| confirm that these Accounting Statements wase
approved by this authorily on this date:

25 |5 |24

as recorded v minule relerence

T2/ 13e)

Signed by Ghairman of the meeting whitre s Acsontng
Statermnents wers approved

e

Pap Siedd




Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2020/21
in respect of ALSAGER TOWN COUNCIL- CH0010

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2021; and

» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do.

2 External auditor report 2020/21

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has confirmed that that there are certain instances of non-compliance with governance assertions in Section 1, Boxes 2,
5 and 7, in respect of financial regulations, internal controls and risk management. The smaller authority has provided the appointed auditor
with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

3 External auditor certificate 2020/21

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2021.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature m ! ," # L\‘?j’ﬂ A;l v u_p Date | 13/08/2021

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicabie to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews in Auditor Guidance Note
IAGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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