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Summary 
 
Following the consultation over the Public Realm proposals two documents have been 
placed on the Town Council website.  One focuses on the statistics (synopsis) and the other 
summarises the principal comments made about the proposals (results).  These documents 
now constitute our core evidence base about the consultation. 
 
The meeting of the working group held on 27 July 2021 agreed the following way forward. 
 
A Objectives of the proposed scheme 
 
A1 Increase footfall within the town centre – to keep it as a vibrant hub of the town 
 
A2 Make the town safer and more pleasant for pedestrians and cyclists – prioritising 

them over drivers, while still enabling the traffic to keep flowing 
 
A3 Improve the attractiveness of the town – this is one of the most effective ways of 

encouraging visits to the town centre (from residents and visitors) 
 
A4 Ensure people know what the town has to offer – park, walking routes, shops, 

activities 
 
B Features of fundamental importance 
 
These are the features which will deliver the required objectives and which we need to 
focus on.  For the most part these are well accepted by residents. 
 
B1 When entering Alsager Town Centre everyone, but particularly drivers, is 

immediately aware that they are entering a different kind of space where priority 
should be given to pedestrians, making people feel safer and more inclined to visit.  
The town centre should feel a unified whole.  This requires: 

 

• Designated entrance points to the town with raised table and zebra crossing 

• 20 mph speed limit (Crewe Road, Lawton Road, Sandbach Road North and 

South within gateways, Church Road, Brookhouse Road, possibly others e.g. 

Station Road, Ashmore’s Lane – and possibly the whole residential area of 

Alsager) 

• Different road and pavement surfaces 

• Regular crossing points (not extra lights) along length of town centre 

 



B2 Improve the attractiveness, safety and usability of the town centre to increase 
everyone’s enjoyment of the space.  This can include: 

 

• Pleasing road and pavement materials 

• Wider pavements where possible 

• Promote walking routes 

• Best practice in street lighting (latest Cheshire East policy?) 

• Improved access – wheelchairs, mobility scooters, buggies e.g. level access to 

premises 

• Landscaping and greenery 

• Good signage and street furniture 

• Seating placed to encourage people to talk – perhaps with shelters for some 

• Public art 

• Maps, boards noting places of interest, history of the town, signs with 

distances, nature trail, local flora and fauna 

 
B3 Improve awareness of and access to Milton Park.  Note that the Friends of Milton 

Park group has the primary responsibility for changes within the park.  This Public 
Realm scheme focuses on the periphery and how the park interacts with the town 
centre.  Recommend: 

 

• Adopt and upgrade car park on Sandbach Road South 

• Include walkway and proper entrance to park through this car park 

• On Crewe Road, open up views of the park and create a new main entrance 

in the centre of the crescent e.g. with new wrought iron gates – need greater 

visibility of the park from the road 

• Better signage 

 

 
C What we will not do 
 
It is clear, either from the consultation statistics or from the comments, that there are some 
proposals which we can rule out now.  Therefore we do not intend to pursue any of the 
following: 
 
C1 Move bus stop to within the park – retrograde step to put traffic and road within the 
 park 
 
C2 Use the crescent by Milton Park on Crewe Road as an informal play area – safety 
 issues 
 
C3 Create a pavilion within the park – insufficient space for a permanent structure, and 

pop-up structures are fine for events 
 



C4 Parking ban in the park – not really a current problem, so no need for change 
 
 
 
D Controversial issues 
 
These are the issues where there are competing views and which we will need to consider 
further in relation to whether and how they would positively contribute to the objectives of 
the scheme. 
 
D1 Road narrowing to enable wider pavements 
 
D2 Tightening turns to enable more pavement space and reduce crossing distance for 

pedestrians 
 
D3 “Street clutter” 
 
D4 Prevent left-hand turning from Crewe Road into Station Road and reverse one-way 

system on Cross Street 
 
D5 Make The Avenue one way (from Sandbach Road North to Crewe Road) 
 
D6 SUDS demonstrator at park bus stop setting 
 
D7 Use of the crescent at the Crewe Road entrance to the park 
 
D8 No through access on Brookhouse Road to encourage as walking route and access to 
 park 
 
D9 Sitting steps outside Alsager Civic.   
 
D10 Drop-off layby next to Asda 
 
 
E Quick win 
 
Recognising that residents want to see some action, earlier rather than later, we agreed it 
would be beneficial to identify one or two quick wins from this process. 
 
The most obvious standalone project which could be taken on by the Town Council is the 
adoption and upgrade of the Milton Park car park off Sandbach Road South.  This was well 
supported within the consultation (85%).  This project could commence without waiting for 
the main scheme to go ahead and would be a strong candidate for use of the CIL money. 
 
F Additional work to underpin proposals 
 



It was agreed that the following further discussions would be held within the next month or 
so. 
 
F1 The  Town Council is already  looking at CCTV.  We wanted also to look more widely 

at crime issues in the town and to discuss with the police whether the proposals 
meet the latest Secure by Design principles.  The Town Centre Manager will pursue 
this with our local police. 

 
F2 The Town Centre Manager will also have a discussion with the local Fire Service over 

access on Brookhouse Road. 
 
F3 A discussion between Alsager Partnership, the Music Festival committee and the 

Round Table and other community groups whether there are additional features 
which could be helpful within the scheme e.g. electricity supplies in certain places, 
electronic noticeboards at entrances to town. 

 
F4 The Town Centre Manager to join the zoom meeting of the Friends of Milton Park 

taking place in August in order to discuss the proposals relating to the park and how 
to enhance the view of and access to the park while maintaining a tranquil 
atmosphere.  Note that most of the proposals rejected above under C relate to the 
park. 

 
F5 Further and extensive discussions with Cheshire East Council are required to see 

what input they will provide in terms of expertise and funding (given that the 
scheme will relieve them of the responsibility for road maintenance in this area for a 
while).  Also the likely impact on traffic flows and congestion.   

 
F6 As a first step of these CEC discussions our CE councillors will approach the 

Environment and Communities, and Transport and Highways committees to urge the 
council to address with United Utilities the issue of the sewers, relative 
responsibilities, and the need to have a plan and timetable for their complete 
renewal before any major road and pavement resurfacing can be carried out. 

 
 


